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&&= The W The crocodile can @ The American W Crocodiles were
American croco-  also be distinguished crocodile is brown-  always rare in Florida.
dile has a longer, because their 4th tooth ish/grayish whenitis They became endan-
more narrow on both sides of the lower an adult, while the gered because of
snout than the jaw are visible even when adult alligator is habitat loss and some
American alliga-  their mouth is closed. mostly black. poaching.

tor.

Want to learn more? http//fisc.er.usgs.gov

P Did You Know? == e

Did You Know?

science for a changing world




Dwarf

. Salamander
Eurycea

ZUSGS

science for a changing world

Great Egret
Casmerodius albus
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salamanders are
eaten by birds, small
snakes, and large
invertebrates, such as
crayfish and spiders.
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@r Great Egrets inhabit
shallow water habitats
and sometimes dry
uplands. They nest in
colonies, usually with
other herons and ibises.

&V They build their nests
of sticks in trees.

Did you know?

Florida’s 320+ springs are a valued
natural resource. Yet, deteriorating
water quality and threats of declin-
ing flow, due to increased pumping
in the aquifer, pose a threat to these
pristine springs and to the abun-
dance of plants and animals they
support. The USGS, in cooperation
with Federal, State, and local part-
ners, formed a Florida Springs Task
Force in 2000 to address human
health and ecological concerns that
have arisen regarding Florida’s
springs. The USGS pilot studies are
focused on Manatee Springs, where
scientists are determining the major
sources of the high nutrient levels
and studying associated contamin-
ants, such as pharmaceuticals and

attach their eggs to
leaves, pine straw,
and sometimes to
the underside of
submerged logs.

pesticides, in the springs. This
includes a study of the effects of

The USGS routinely monitors flow in over 20 Florida

f Females

Did you know?
Want to learn more? nttp//fisc.er.usgs.gov

mv Great Egrets usually
wade in shallow water to
catch fish and other aquatic
organisms. They may also
fly above or swim in deeper
water to capture food where
it is plentiful. They can also
eat small reptiles,

conduits, sometimes taking 20 years or more before it
feet per second (see photo) into the Suwannee River.

is eventually released into the springs.
ecosystem within the spring and downstream in the

Ground water flows through these caverns and
rivers. Manatee Springs, for example, is a 1st

springs. Changes in flow rates can impact the

Did you know?

changing land-use practices on the
nutrients and contaminants in the
spring. Also, scientists are
surveying organisms living in the
springs to determine which ones
could be used to examine ecolog-
ical effects from nutrient enrichment
of spring water. By improving their
understanding of our springs and
their dynamics, managers will be
better able to restore and/or

dwarf salamanders
in Florida are often
found away from
water during the
summer and fall.

amphibians and mammals preserve Florida’s springs.

in upland habitats.

65 The adult

Pallid Cave Crayfish are blind cave
dwellers found in the Floridan aquifer
system which
feeds into

&V They lay three or four

blue-green eggs that hatch
in 28 to 29 days.

Want to learn more?

springs such as
Manatee Springs.

Want to learn more?

There are over 320 known springs in Florida,
most of which lie in the northern half of the State

salamander eats
amphipods (small
invertebrates),
beetles, spiders,
and earthworms.

adult and larval
contains numerous caverns and conduits formed by magnitude spring that discharges water at 140 cubic

water resource — the Floridan aquifer system. This
Want to learn more? http//fisc.er.usgs.gov

(north of Tampa). Together, these springs discharge
nearly 8 billion gallons of water per day! Most of
the spring water comes from a vast underground
aquifer lies within limestone bedrock, which
infiltrating rain-water which dissolves the rock.

GE The dwarf
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http//fisc.er.usgs.gov http//fisc.er.usgs.gov
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Florida
Box Turtle

Terrapene

carolina bauri

ZUSGS

science for a changing world

USGS

science for a changing world

>

Green Treefrog
Hyla cinerea

Freshwater
Mussel

Order
Unionoida
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Southern Clubshell,
Pleurobema decisum
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¢ There are more 4 Some mussel ¢ Mussels live 4 Nearly 70
than 300 recorded species can grow their entire adult life percent of the
species of freshwater to be 9 inches partly embedded species is
mussels in the U.S,, long and can live in freshwater considered
mostly concentrated to be more than sediments. They threatened or
in the Southeast. 100 years old! rarely relocate. endangered.

Want to learn more? Check us out at http//fisc.er.usgs.gov
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Most alligators &F0n alligator's Male and @ Alligators diﬁ
weigh less than females make deep not sweat, so they

400 pounds and body temperature bellowing sounds to cool themselves

adjusts to its

rarely get longer surrounding communicate, and by lying in the
than 13 feet. T a male can be heard  water or opening
peratures. : . .
@ up to a mile away! their mouths wide.
Want to learn more? Check us out at http//fisc.er.usgs.gov
a USGS j
a Did you know?
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A The Florida box turtle Y% Unlike many @ Boxturtles Intimesof Y
is found from the extreme  turtles, the bones of  usually live within  danger, the box

southeast corner of box turtle shells fuse a small home turtle can withdraw
Georgia, south throughout together, especially  range, but a few its head, tail, and
the Florida Peninsula, and in older and larger individuals wander limbs completely
into the Florida Keys. specimens. great distances. within its shell

Want to learn more? Check us out at http//fisc.er.usgs.gov
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Bluenose
Shiner

Pteronotropis
welaka
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West Indian
Manatees

Trichechus
manatus
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